5 Ways the Holy Spirit
Empowered Leaders in the
Old Testament

Throughout the Old Testament narrative, we find remarkable instances of
the Holy Spirit empowering ordinary individuals for extraordinary
leadership. These divinely appointed leaders received supernatural
enablement that transcended human capability.

This presentation explores five distinct ways the Holy Spirit worked
through Old Testament figures, providing enduring lessons for spiritual
leadership today. From wisdom and military prowess to prophetic insight
and artistic skill, these ancient examples offer timeless principles for
modern application.

€ by Jared Lewis



Introduction: The Holy Spirit in the Old

Testament

Biblical Foundation

The Holy Spirit's presence appears
from the very beginning of Scripture,
"hovering over the waters" in Genesis
1:2. This divine force continues to
manifest throughout the biblical
narrative in Judges, Samuel, and
beyond.

Hebrew Understanding

The Hebrew word "Ruach" carries
multiple meanings—Spirit, Breath, and
Wind—reflecting the multifaceted
nature of God's Spirit. This linguistic
richness helps us understand the
Spirit's dynamic work.

Narrative Importance

Divine empowerment through the
Spirit serves as a key turning point in
numerous Old Testament stories,
often appearing at crucial moments
when human ability reaches its limits.



Importance of Spiritual Empowerment
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Divine Selection

Leaders in the Old Testament
weren't self-appointed but
divinely selected to fulfill God's
specific purposes. The Spirit's
empowerment served as

confirmation of this divine calling.
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Supernatural Ability

The Holy Spirit provided
capabilities beyond normal
human capacity, enabling leaders
to accomplish extraordinary feats
that would otherwise be
impossible.
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Historical Context

Unlike the permanent indwelling
experienced by believers after
Pentecost in the New Testament,
the Spirit's empowerment in the
Old Testament was often
situational and mission-specific.



Five Modes of Holy Spirit Empowerment

Wisdom for Leadership

(D Divine insight for governance

Military & Political Power

Strength for deliverance

Prophetic Inspiration

Clarity in divine communication

Skill & Craftsmanship

Artistic abilities for sacred purposes

Courage & Transformation

©

Inner strength and character development

These five distinct expressions of the Spirit's power worked throughout Israel's history, often overlapping in the lives of
significant leaders. Each mode of empowerment addressed specific needs within the community and fulfilled aspects of God's
redemptive plan.



1. Empowerment for
Wisdom and Leadership

Divine Wisdom

The Holy Spirit imparted
supernatural wisdom that
transcended human
understanding, enabling
leaders to see situations from
God's perspective rather than
merely through human
reasoning.

Strategic Foresight

Just Governance

Spirit-empowered wisdom
manifested in fair judgments,
equitable policies, and
decisions that honored God
while serving the people's
genuine needs.

Leaders filled with the Spirit demonstrated remarkable ability to
anticipate challenges, prepare for future needs, and establish

sustainable systems of governance.



Joseph: Spirit-Filled Wisdom in Egypt

Divine Interpretation

Q Genesis 41:38-39 records Pharaoh's recognition: "Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of
God?" Joseph's ability to interpret dreams came not from human learning but divine enablement.

Crisis Management

Sg Joseph implemented a sophisticated system for managing Egypt's resources during the seven-year famine,
displaying administrative wisdom far beyond his years or experience.

Political Elevation
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From prisoner to prime minister, Joseph's Spirit-led wisdom elevated him to become second-in-command of
Egypt, positioning him to preserve his family and ultimately the Messianic line.



Moses: Leadership Guided
by God's Spirit
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Divine Encounter

Moses' leadership journey began with a powerful encounter
with God, initiating a lifetime of Spirit-guided leadership that
would transform a slave nation into God's covenant people.

Spirit-Led Legislation

As Israel's lawgiver, Moses received divine wisdom for
establishing a comprehensive legal and religious system that
would endure for thousands of years.

Shared Empowerment

Numbers 11:17 describes how God took some of the Spirit
that was on Moses and placed it on 70 elders, establishing a
pattern of collaborative, Spirit-empowered leadership.




Joshua: Succession and Continuity

Leadership Transition
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Chosen successor to Moses

Spirit Confirmation

Numbers 27:18 affirms divine selection

Mission Completion
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Led Israel into Promised Land

Joshua's succession demonstrates a critical pattern in Spirit-empowered leadership: the orderly transfer of authority. Moses laid
hands on Joshua, publicly confirming him as the Spirit-appointed successor. This transition ensured Israel's leadership
continuity during the crucial period of entering the Promised Land.

The Spirit's presence on Joshua validated his authority while connecting his leadership to Moses', creating a sense of divine
continuity rather than disruption. This pattern would be repeated throughout Israel's history.



Lessons: Wisdom for Today's Leaders

Seek Divine Wisdom

Today's leaders must prioritize
spiritual discernment over mere
intellectual analysis

Practice Humble
Dependence

Acknowledge human limitations and
need for divine guidance
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Value Community Input

Spirit works through collective
wisdom, not just individual insight

Maintain Ethical Standards

Spirit-led wisdom always aligns with
godly character

The examples of Joseph, Moses, and Joshua demonstrate that Spirit-empowered wisdom remains relevant for modern

leadership challenges. In our complex world, leaders who seek divine guidance can access insights beyond human capability.



2. Empowerment for
Military and Political Power

Ult

Supernatural
Strength

The Spirit imparted
physical prowess and
courage beyond
normal human
capability, enabling
leaders to perform
extraordinary feats in
battle.

Divine Strategy

Military victories came
through Spirit-inspired
tactics that often
defied conventional
warfare wisdom,
demonstrating God's
power rather than
human might.
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National
Deliverance

The Spirit empowered
leaders to free Israel
from oppression,
establishing periods of
peace and prosperity
that allowed the
nation to fulfill its
divine purpose.



Divine Selection

As Israel's first judge, Othniel established the pattern of
Spirit-empowerment that would characterize the entire
period of the judges. His calling demonstrated God's
sovereignty in choosing leaders.

Decisive Victory

Through Spirit-empowered leadership, Othniel
defeated Cushan-Rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia,
freeing Israel from eight years of oppression and
securing forty years of peace.

Othniel: The First Judge Empowered

2 Spirit Empowerment

Judges 3:10 states, "The Spirit of the LORD came on
him, so that he became Israel's judge and went to war."
This explicit connection between the Spirit's coming and
military success is foundational.

Leadership Legacy

Othniel established the cycle of deliverance that would
repeat throughout the period of the judges: oppression,
cry for help, Spirit-empowered deliverer, and
restoration.



Gideon: Overcoming Weakness by God's Power

Spirit Empowerment

Called Despite Fear Judges 6:34 uses a powerful Hebrew
Gideon's story begins with his hiding in idiom that the Spirit "clothed himself
fear, highlighting how the Spirit often with Gideon," suggesting a complete
works through those who recognize enveloping of Gideon's person by divine
their inadequacy. His reluctance and power. This transformative experience
request for signs demonstrates God's turned a fearful farmer into a military

patience in developing leaders. commander.

Strategic Victory

With just 300 men chosen by divine
criteria, Gideon defeated the vast
Midianite army. This victory through
overwhelming odds demonstrated that
success came through Spirit's power,
not human strength or military
advantage.



Samson: Supernatural Strength

Samson represents perhaps the most physically dramatic manifestation of Spirit empowerment in Scripture. Judges 14:6 and

15:14 explicitly link his superhuman strength to moments when "the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him."

Though personally flawed, Samson's life demonstrates how the Spirit can work through imperfect vessels to accomplish divine
purposes. His strength was not innate but divinely granted, as evidenced by its departure when his Nazirite vow was broken.
Despite his moral failings, Samson's Spirit-empowered strength delivered Israel from Philistine oppression.



Saul and David: Kings Anointed by the Spirit

Saul: Initially Empowered

1 Samuel 10:10 describes how "the Spirit of God came
powerfully upon" Saul after his anointing. This divine
empowerment transformed him from an ordinary man into
Israel's first king, capable of military leadership.

However, Saul's story takes a tragic turn in 1 Samuel 16:14
when "the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul." His
disobedience led to the withdrawal of divine empowerment,
illustrating the conditional nature of Spirit-empowerment in
the Old Testament.

David: Consistently Anointed

In contrast, 1 Samuel 16:13 records that after Samuel
anointed David, "the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully
upon David from that day on." This lasting empowerment
equipped David for both military conquest and godly
kingship.

Despite personal failings, David maintained a heart sensitive
to God's Spirit, as evidenced by his prayer in Psalm 51:11,
"Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit
from me." This spiritual sensitivity helps explain his enduring
legacy as Israel's greatest king.



Lessons: Power Used Responsibly

Power for Service Greater Accountability
Spirit-given authority is always Leaders empowered by God's Spirit
intended for serving others, not self- AN ﬁ? face higher standards of responsibility
promotion or personal gain. and ethical conduct.

Purpose-Driven Power Maintained Humility

Spirit empowerment always comes . g
D 00 Recognizing power's divine source

with specific mission and divine _
prevents arrogance and cultivates

purpose, not for undefined personal

dependence on God.
advancement.



3. Empowerment for
Prophetic Inspiration

Divine Communication

The Spirit enabled prophets to receive and convey God's messages
with clarity and authority, establishing them as authentic messengers
between God and the people.

Moral Accountability

Prophets called both leaders and common people to divine
standards, fearlessly confronting corruption and idolatry regardless
of personal cost.

Future Revelation

Spirit-inspired prophets foretold future events, including the coming
Messiah, demonstrating supernatural knowledge that validated their
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Spiritual Guidance

Beyond prediction, prophets provided timely wisdom for navigating
national crises, preserving Israel's spiritual identity during periods of
moral and political instability.




Moses: Prophet of God's Word
70 1 40

Elders Prophesy Preeminent Prophet Years of Leadership
Number of elders who prophesied when Moses' unique standing in Israel's Duration of Moses' prophetic ministry
Spirit came history

Numbers 11:25-29 records a remarkable event where the Spirit that was on Moses was shared with seventy elders, causing
them to prophesy. This democratization of spiritual gifts foreshadowed Moses' statement in verse 29: "l wish that all the LORD's
people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"

Moses' prophetic role was unique, as Deuteronomy 34:10 states: "Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom
the LORD knew face to face." His prophecy combined legislation, narrative, poetry, and prediction, establishing the foundation

for all future prophetic ministry.



Samuel: Bridge from Judges to Kings
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Prophetic Call

Samuel's ministry began
with direct divine
communication in the
temple, establishing his
prophetic credentials
from childhood. 1 Samuel
3:19 notes that the LORD
was with him and "let
none of his words fall to
the ground."

PN

Last Judge of Israel

Samuel served as the
final judge, administering
justice throughout Israel

and calling the nation

back to covenant

faithfulness during a
period of spiritual decline

and Philistine oppression.
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Kingmaker

As a Spirit-led prophet,
Samuel anointed both
Saul and David,
transitioning Israel from
tribal confederation to
monarchy while
establishing the principle
that kings rule under
divine authority.

Prophet Mentor

Samuel established
"companies of prophets,"
training the next
generation and
institutionalizing
prophetic ministry to
ensure continued
spiritual guidance for

Israel's future.



Elijah and Elisha: Miracles and National
Challenge
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Elijah Elisha

Elijah's ministry during Israel's spiritual crisis featured dramatic Spirit-empowered confrontations with King Ahab and the
prophets of Baal. His Mount Carmel showdown (1 Kings 18) demonstrated the Holy Spirit's power to vindicate true prophecy

against false religion.

Elisha requested a "double portion" of Elijah's spirit in 2 Kings 2.9, indicating the transferable nature of prophetic anointing. This
was granted with remarkable results—Elisha performed approximately twice as many recorded miracles as his mentor. Their
ministries highlight how Spirit-empowered prophecy often involves both proclamation and demonstration of divine power.



Isaiah and Ezekiel: Prophecy for Exile and Hope
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Isaiah's Commissioning

Isaiah's ministry began with a dramatic
vision where his lips were cleansed with
a burning coal, preparing him to speak
God's words. His prophecy embodied
both judgment and hope, famously
proclaiming in Isaiah 61:1, "The Spirit of
the Sovereign LORD is on me," a
passage Jesus would later apply to
himself.

Ezekiel's Visions

Ezekiel 2:2 records, "the Spirit came into
me and raised me to my feet,"
describing the prophet's empowerment
during exile in Babylon. Through
dramatic visions and symbolic actions,
Ezekiel's Spirit-inspired ministry
sustained Israel's faith during their
darkest national hour.

Messianic Hope

Both prophets delivered Spirit-inspired
messages about the coming Messiah
who would himself be filled with the
Spirit (Isaiah 11:2). Their prophecies
bridged Israel's present suffering with
future hope, maintaining faith during
national catastrophe.



Lessons: Truth and Justice Through Prophecy

Courage to Confront

Today's spiritual leaders must speak
difficult truths with the same boldness
as the ancient prophets, addressing
social injustice, moral compromise, and
religious hypocrisy. The Spirit empowers
this courage even when facing
opposition.

Commitment to Truth

Prophetic integrity requires speaking
God's word faithfully, not merely telling
people what they want to hear. Modern
prophetic ministry must maintain this

commitment to divine truth over human

approval.

Compassion in Delivery

Even when delivering challenging
messages, Spirit-led prophecy must be
motivated by love and concern for
people's ultimate well-being. The goal is
restoration, not simply condemnation.

The prophetic examples from the Old Testament demonstrate that speaking truth often comes at personal cost. Today's
spiritual leaders need the same Spirit-empowered courage to address contemporary challenges with both biblical clarity and

redemptive purpose.



4. Empowerment for Skill
and Craftsmanship

A\ Divine Creativity 2> Technical Excellence
The Spirit inspires artistic Spirit empowerment for
excellence and technical craftsmanship produces
innovation, demonstrating work of exceptional quality
that creativity itself is a and beauty, setting -
spiritual gift with divine standards that honor God {1',»
origin. This challenges through attention to detail §'
artificial distinctions and mastery of materials. i

between "sacred" and
"secular" work.
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The artistic work described in Exodus was specifically for creating
sacred space where God would dwell among His people, showing
how practical skills can serve profound spiritual purposes.




Bezalel: Artistic Genius for
the Tabernacle

Divine Calling

Exodus 31:2 records God calling Bezalel by name, showing
divine selection for artistic ministry

Spirit Filling
Y
" Explicitly "filled with the Spirit of God" for artistic creation
Multiple Skills
(;95 Empowered in design, metalwork, stonecutting, and
woodcarving
- Teaching Ability

Spirit enabled him to teach others his divinely-given skills

Bezalel's empowerment represents the first explicit mention of someone
being "filled with the Spirit of God" in Scripture. Remarkably, this filling
wasn't for prophecy or leadership, but for artistic creation, elevating
creative work to a spiritually significant ministry.
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Oholiab: Collaboration
Through the Spirit

Name Oholiab son of Ahisamak
Tribe Dan
Skills Craftsman, designer,

embroiderer

Role Assistant to Bezalel

Spirit Empowerment Exodus 31:6 - "I have given
skill..."

Significant Contribution Tabernacle textiles and priestly
garments

While Bezalel received more prominent mention, Oholiab's contribution
demonstrates that Spirit-empowered craftsmanship often involves
collaboration. Together, these artisans led teams of skilled workers in
creating Israel's most sacred objects.

The partnership between Bezalel from Judah and Oholiab from Dan—
tribes with very different standings in Israel—illustrates how the Spirit
transcends social hierarchies and unites diverse individuals in shared
sacred purpose. Their collaborative ministry produced the physical
elements necessary for Israel's worship.




Lessons: Creativity as
Spiritual Vocation

(P Creative () Divine [y Artsin
Work as Inspiration Sacred Space
Worship in All Fields Visual arts,

The Spirit's The Spirit architecture,
empowerment inspires music, and

of tabernacle excellence design all play
artisans reminds across all vital roles in
us that creative vocations, not creating

expression can
be a form of
worship and
service to God.
Artistic
excellence
becomes a

spiritual offering.

Collaborativ
e Creativity

Spirit-led
creative work
often happens
best in
community, with
diverse gifts
complementing
each other
toward shared
vision and
purpose.

just traditional

"ministry" roles.

Technical skills,
craftsmanship,
and creativity
are legitimate
arenas for
spiritual gifting.

environments
that facilitate
worship and
communicate
theological truth
in multi-sensory
ways.




5. Empowerment for
Courage and
Transformation

Inner Strengthening Character

The Spirit provides Transformation
supernatural courage that Beyond temporary courage,
overcomes natural fear, the Spirit works to permanently
enabling ordinary people to transform leaders' character,
face extraordinary challenges developing virtues necessary
with confidence and resolve. for sustained impact and

faithful service.

Fear Displacement

Divine boldness doesn't eliminate human emotions but provides
resources to act faithfully despite fear. Spirit-empowered courage
acknowledges threats while trusting God's presence and power.




Saul: Transformation from Ordinary to King

Humble Beginnings

Saul began as an ordinary man searching for his
father's donkeys, seemingly an unlikely candidate for
kingship. His initial humility is seen in his question,
"But am | not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of
Israel?" (1 Samuel 9:21).

Initial Victories

When the Spirit came upon Saul, he led Israel to
military victories that validated his kingship. 1
Samuel 11:6 describes how "the Spirit of God came
powerfully upon him" before his rescue of Jabesh
Gilead.
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Spirit Empowerment

In 1 Samuel 10:6, Samuel promises Saul, "The Spirit
of the LORD will come powerfully upon you... and
you will be changed into a different person." This
dramatic transformation fulfilled prophetic signs that
convinced even Saul himself of his calling.

Spiritual Departure

Tragically, after disobedience, "the Spirit of the LORD
had departed from Saul" (1 Samuel 16:14), resulting
in moral deterioration, jealousy, and erratic behavior
that culminated in his downfall.



Ezekiel: Visionary Strength
in Exile
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Year BC Years of Service
When Ezekiel began his prophetic Duration of Ezekiel's prophetic
ministry ministry
Chapters

Extent of Ezekiel's recorded
prophecies

Ezekiel's ministry occurred during Israel's darkest hour—exile in Babylon.
Ezekiel 3:24 describes how "the Spirit came into me and raised me to my
feet," empowering him to stand and deliver difficult messages to a
resistant audience.

Throughout his book, we see the phrase "the hand of the LORD was on
me" (Ezekiel 1:3, 3:22, 8:1, 37:1, 40:1), indicating Spirit empowerment for
specific prophetic tasks. This divine strengthening enabled Ezekiel to
perform symbolic actions, deliver challenging messages, and maintain
hope during national catastrophe.




Lessons: Courageous Change Agents

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Calling

Q

God uses common individuals for uncommon purposes

Divine Transformation

K

Spirit changes character and capabilities

Empowered Courage

Boldness beyond natural personality

From Saul's transformation from ordinary farmer to national leader, to Ezekiel's supernatural strengthening during exile, the
Spirit consistently empowered individuals to transcend their natural limitations and face daunting challenges with divine
courage.

This pattern continues today as the Spirit transforms ordinary believers into agents of change in their families, workplaces, and
communities. The same power that changed biblical figures remains available to empower believers facing intimidating
circumstances with supernatural courage and character transformation.

Learn more about spiritual empowerment for today's challenges by visiting our library of online books.




Conclusion: Lasting Impact of the Holy Spirit's
Empowerment

Enduring Models

e Timeless patterns of spiritual leadership

Contemporary Relevance

o

Ancient principles for modern challenges

Future Promise

Continued divine empowerment available today

The five modes of Spirit empowerment we've examined—wisdom, power, prophecy, craftsmanship, and courage—provide
enduring models for spiritual leadership across generations. These patterns transcend their historical context to offer guidance
for contemporary challenges.

While the manifestation of the Spirit differs between Old and New Testament contexts, the underlying principles remain
consistent: God empowers ordinary people for extraordinary purposes. Today's leaders can draw inspiration and instruction
from these ancient examples, recognizing that the same divine Spirit continues to work in and through willing vessels.

For deeper exploration of these principles and practical application for today's leadership challenges, download our
comprehensive guides.




